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Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE), Small Business Enterprise (SBE), and Small Business Concern Involvement. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is committed to providing opportunities for Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs), Small Business Enterprises (SBEs), and small business concerns to compete for work.  DBEs are certified by the Pennsylvania Unified Certification Program (PA UCP) in accordance with 49 CFR Part 26.  SBEs are certified by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  Small business concerns are those entities seeking to participate in Commonwealth contracts that meet the definition of a small business concern set forth in Section 3 of the Small Business Act and Small Business Administration regulations implementing it at 13 CFR Part 121.  Contractors are encouraged to involve Disadvantaged Business Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises, and small business concerns in the required work and to submit documentation of any such involvement in the proposal.

The only source to be used for verification of current eligibility of a DBE is the PA UCP website:  
www.paucp.com

The only source to be used for verification of current eligibility of a SBE is the SBE website:

www.dotsbe.pa.gov/
  
Physical certification letters and/or expiration dates should not be requested from DBE/SBE certified firms.  DBE/SBE certification does not expire.

Contractors must maintain records to ensure compliance with 49 C.F.R. Part 26 obligations by indicating the number of DBE, SBE, and non-DBE/SBE subcontractors, the type of work performed on the Project, documentation of efforts to secure DBE/SBE firms for available subcontracting opportunities and the means of communication used to obtain the services of DBEs/SBEs, and dollars amounts paid to DBEs/SBEs. 

